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of the Church, for when appropriating the property of
the clergy the Assembly had undertaken to discharge
their not inconsiderable debt. Moreover, the placemen
and others whose offices had been abolished were to
receive compensation, and, since the ordinary sources
of revenue had entirely failed, money must be obtained
to defray the most necessary expenses of administration.
Something had to be done, and a drowning man must
clutch at what is nearest.

There was also another, a less ostensible reason, which
weighed with Mirabeau. He welcomed the opportunity
of inflicting a final humiliation on the minister of
finance in his own department. Necker, indeed, clung
so desperately to office that even this blow might not
have sufficed to dislodge him, had not the mob been
slipped upon him by the Jacobin wire-pullers, who were
disturbed by the success of Bouill4 in repressing anarchy
at Nanci, and fearful lest his vigour and the good
conduct of the National Guards and troops under his
command should prove contagious.

Mirabeau probably was glad, by coming forward as
the leader of the revolutionary party in a question
which excited general interest, yet was less vital than
the maintenance of the last vestiges of discipline and
authority, to restore a popularity somewhat impaired
by the rumours of his understanding with the Court, by
his defence of the royal prerogative, and by a proposal
he made on August 20, that, to restore discipline, the
army should be disbanded and entirely reorganised, as
well as by his defence of Bouille'. " More honesty and
less cleverness, Mirabeau, or 'ware the lantern," said
Fr^ron in his Ami du Peuple. "Erect 800 gallows,"